Acute Cardiac Complications in Critical Brain Disease.
Acute cardiac complications in critical brain disease should be understood as a clinical condition representing an intense brain-heart crosstalk and might mimic ischemic heart disease. Two main entities (neurogenic stunned myocardium [NSM] and stress cardiomyopathy) have been better characterized in the neurocritically ill patients and they portend worse clinical outcomes in these cases. The pathophysiology of NSM remains elusive. However, significant progress has been made on the early identification of neurocardiac compromise following acute critical brain disease. Effective prevention and treatment interventions are yet to be determined.